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ABSTRACT

This scientific study analyzed the use of savingslit program and also to find out to what exténé various
needs of urban poor families living in slums in Ghai city are satisfied. It was done to comparepdreand post loan
status of women and their households before arat B#tcoming the members of self-help groups, prechdty Tamil
Nadu Women Development Corporation. For this pugp@ssample of 200 women loanees was taken fromsiufs,
where savings credit program was operational. Ryirdata was collected through interviews and tleosdary data was
obtained from loan books and banks in Chennai ttityas found that 75% women were in the age grfup0-45 years,
70% were SCs, 98% were married, and 37% wererdlite 80% had the practice of saving on a monthkish Only 69 %
were regular in repayment of loan and also expcetisat they had converted their houses from asbastat to permanent
structures. 83% expressed that they have drastiegehin social awareness and respected much ietgosfter availing
the loan, 76% women shared in decision making. $hawvs that the status of women is respected, wienare able to
contribute financially to the family’s needs. 48%owaomen rarely participated in outdoor activitiesthe pre-loan period,
but in the post loan period it rose to 89%. Intéoacwith male members was only 8% in the pre-lpariod but then it
increased to 92% in the post loan period. The imphsaving credit programmes has a positive impadhe society. Still

the women need to understand the various social éaacted for their betterment.
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